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Whimsical critters come to Carefree Arts Festival

EY SHEA STANFIELD
Foothills Focus Contributine Wiiter

culpture ocoupies real space.
S Patron= walk around it and re-

late to it almost as another per-
SOTL

In the world of Scott=dale sculptor
Ja=on Mapiern each piece is full of atti-
tude, challenging the viewer to smile
with amms=ement, or g=sp with the
subject’s awe-inspiring nobility

Growing up on the Oregon Coast
provided the youns MNapier with
endlez= opportunities to explore na-
ture’s wild coastal regions and expe-
rience a variety of ecosystems.

In the beginning, a= Napier tells
hi= story “When [ was 18 years old,
I started working in a bronze casting
foundry, Burning Palace Bronze in
Troutdale, Oregon, to pay for colleze.
There, | was fortunate to mest many
exceptional and wildly successful
artists, Many of them became good

‘Stfdlﬁ:‘mkd:u'-ﬁeﬂwmm Magser.

friends and mentors.”

The on-the-job training
provided MNapier experi-
ence working on various
commissions, EXpOsing
him to materials and tech-
nigues that only the mas-
ters of their craft knew
This hands-on experience
in sculpting with clay built
the foundation for Napi-
er's worlk. Eventuzlly, he
was encouraged to try out
hiz gwn ideas in clay and
lost wax. Under the guid-
ance of these generous
sguls, MNapier =oon com-
pleted a small bedy of his
ogwn work, That's when
the magic happened, the
spell was cast, and the
doors opened.

Mapier's body of work
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at that time, became recognizable
for its =smooth bold shapes, the con-
trasting brightly textured patinas
and polishing,

"My =tyle evolved into using these
chapes a= a canvas for my patinas"
Mapier said. “Today my unigue style

“Mestled In” by Jason Mapier.

and colorful wildlife is nationally
recopnized and collected around the
globe.”

In 1997, Mapier and his wife, Dan-
ielle, started a gallery in Fridsy Har-
bor, Washington, They learned wvery
quickly how seazonal the art market
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was on the San Juan [sha=d prompt-
mE them to Search for brger ones
where the arts market was thriving.
Spotting an opportunity, the coupls,
]:'a.J-:Ed up Napier's sculptures and
decided to gamble on Scottsdale.

‘Mo doubt, this was the best de-
cision we #ver made we Rave besn
ipending winterd bere F™r Lnce,
Napler said.

The Napiers became full-tme res-
idents of Scotrsdale’s thriving arts
community in 2020,

Inspiration comes from many plac-

es. Napier and his wife spend much
of their tme I:..-..:gr and tavelng.
Their particular focas is on wildlife,
the challenge is to spot an animal in
i unique pose or seting that inspires
them to bring om a brainstorming
session, this typically results with
Napier “heating up the clay pet” to
capture the animal spirit of the mo-
maent.

Napler's creative critters are seen
throughout the yearia fine art shows
in Arizona, Caldorzia, Uk, Florida
and Washingron. Ee is also repre-
sented by several fine art salleries
across the country. He welcomes ap-

pointmaents for special projects and
loves the face-to-face process of cre-
ACRE & cOmmEmIIng nid preci.

Napier rives back to the ares com-
munity by serving as an artust adviser
for the No. 1 fime art show in the na-
tion, La (rainta Art Celebration, and
sitting on the board of Cougar Moun-
tain E:u-: in [ssaquah, Washington.

Locally, Napler is 2 member of the

Sonoran Arts League participating in
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